Introduction
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The Andaman and Nicobar Islands (ANI) (Figure 1 ) is an archipelago that lies in the eastern 38 side of Bay of Bengal, bounded by the Andaman Sea on the west 1 . These islands support a diverse 39 3 coral reef ecosystem that harbours a plethora of marine organisms 2 . Most faunal groups that have been 40 studied extensively in these waters are large-sized, conspicuous and are of economic importance 3 41 however, areas in the mesophotic depths remain poorly explored. The coastal and offshore waters of ANI consist of a number of shipwrecks both in the shallow 45 and mesophotic zones. These sunken structures act as an artificial reef providing space for growth and 
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The sponge C.delicata ( (11⁰28'38.02"N 92⁰42'12.20"E), the southernmost tip of South Andaman Island (Fig. 1 feeding rather than photosymbionts and have higher growth rates due to the limited light intensity 45, 46 .
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In the Caribbean's, sponge density seems to be directly proportional to depth 44 . Moreover, the is an important step that will further lead towards the exploration of deeper ecosystems in the region. 
